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three years of study at the Universities and an examination in
" general culture " (philosophy and history), also by requiring
the bishops to give notice to the government of every ecclesiasti-
cal nomination, in order that the administrative officers might see
to the enforcement of the new legislation. The state also as-
sumed the right of supervision of all ecclesiastical seminaries.
In order to deprive the clergy of their official authority the Em-
peror finally made up his mind, in 1874, to accept civil marriage
for Prussia, In 1874 an imperial act established obligatory civil
marriage for the whole Empire. The Pope, by an ecclesiastical
letter to the Prussian bishops, solemnly declared these laws void,
as contrary to the constitution of the Church, and prdffounced
his blessing on the condemned bishops. The conflict had be-
come one of principle between the two powers?

The government demanded a declaration of submission to the
new laws, and withheld the salaries of the bishops and priests who
refused to make it. It induced the Prussian Parliament to repeal
the articles of the Constitution of 1850 relating to the inde-
pendence of the Church; also to pass, in 1875, a law dissolving
all monasteries in the kingdom. Then Bismarck declared that
the " armour was complete " and that the state would keep on
the defensive. The contest, from that time on, consisted in mani-
festoes and protestations on the part of the clergy, and on the
part of the government in prosecutions and punishments of those
making them. Some of the bishoprics and parishes were left
vacant; but the Catholic Centre, instead of submitting, increased
its strength at the elections of 1874, and entered on a course of
systematic opposition.

This contest caused Bismarck to depart from his old policy.
In order to combat the Catholic Centre, he made approaches to
the Liberal parties led by free-thinkers and Jews. The National
Liberals, nicknamed " Bismarck's Party," had been elected to the
number of 152, as friends of the government; they were able to
make a majority of the Reichstag and of the Prussian Lower
House, by combining with the Progress party. The Conserva-
tive ministers of the " conflict time " had been replaced, one after
another, by National Liberals. The real power was exercised
by a coalition of Bismarck and the Liberals.

Bismarck still held the reins. He yielded nothing to his new
allies that could strengthen the Reichstag, and he rejected with
disdain all their political demands: a responsible ministry and
payment of the deputies (they had only free passes on the rail-